Mahoning River Catholic Pastorate,

November

30, 2025

The First Sunday of Advent

Mlnlster Schedule

December 6/7,2025

The Second Sunday of Advent

Lectors 4:00

9:00 11:00

Amy McCullough Patty Melnykovich Sandy Mason

Joe Thiry

Extraordinary Minister Vickie Takacs

Server Gary Lippert

Bees and the Catholic Faith

Beekeeping is an ancient Catholic
tradition. Bees are the perfect model for
God’s Church as bees live in service,
working in harmony for the good of the
hive. Just as bees transform nectar into
honey, Catholics are reminded of their
responsibility to listen to the Word of God,
meditate on it and transform it into the
honey of good work. Please join Glory
Bee Ministry online on Tuesday,
December Sth from 6-7pm at:
meet.google.com/skh-xtbm-hbo.

Their special guest will be Bishop James
Conley, Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska,
who will be presenting about our faith and
his journey with bees. To learn more
about the Glory Bee Ministry visit:
www.glorybeesunited.org.

Thank You!

To everyone who supported the Women’s
Guild Bake Sale - The Our Lady of the
Lakes Women’s Guild had a very
successful bake sale both days last
weekend. We appreciate all who baked
and all who bought our baked goods.
Thank You!!!

Carol Opatken Lisa Kellner

Lynn Oblinger Frances Frantz

Baylie Sprague Logan Clonch

Women & Men Religious Offer Gratitude
Sincere thanks to the donors of the Retirement
Fund for Religious. “l hope we meet, if not in this
world, then in the next,” says Sister Teresa
Korycka, 81, of the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate. Your gift impacts over 24,000 senior
women and men religious, providing them a
dignified retirement. To learn how your donation
helps, visit: www.retiredreligious.org

First Sunday of Advent:

“Therefore stay awake! For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come.” (Matthew 24:42)
God calls us to be vigilant, ready to respond to His
invitation. Could He be stirring your heart toward
priesthood or consecrated life, to serve His
Church with unwavering dedication? Stay awake
to His call through prayer. Talk to your priest or
reach out to the Diocese of Youngstown Office of
Church Vocations at
vocations@youngstowndiocese.org.

Christmas Giving With Catholic Charities
Looking for a gift that changes the world? Look no
further...Catholic Charities presents: Christmas
Gifting! Make a donation in any dollar amount
(through December 17th), and we will send a
personalized greeting card to the recipient of your
choice - acknowledging your gift in their honor.
This special project will benefit Catholic Charities
Emergency Assistance Program throughout the six
(6) counties in the Diocese of Youngstown.

Call 330-744-8451 for more info.
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St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish

St. Joseph Church

1131 W. Quarry St., Newton

St. Mary Office
120 Maple Dr., Newton Falls 44444

Daily Mass Weekend Masses Confession
Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday Saturday Saturday
9:00 at St. Joseph Church 4:00 at St. James Church 8:30 at St. Joseph Church
Wednesday Sunday Wednesday

6:30 at St.Catherine Church

9:00 at St.Catherine Church

11:00 at St. Joseph Church
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Mass Schedule & Intentions

Saturday, November 29
4:00 p.m. St. James Church
Tom DePiore -Ann DePiore

Sunday, November 30

9:00 a.m. St. Catherine Church
Jeff Takacs -Vickie & Bill Takacs
11:00 a.m. St. Joseph Church

Elizabeth & Joe O'Lear -Family

Monday, December 1
9:00 a.m. St. Joseph Church

Prayer Intentions for Family & Friends
- -Elizabeth Yura

Tuesday, December 2
9:00a.m.  St. Joseph Church

Katherine Price - Richard & Mary Price

Wednesday, December 3

6:30 p.m. St. Catherine Church
Danny Price - Richard & Mary Price

Thursday, December 4

9:00 a.m. St. Joseph Church
People of the Pastorate

Friday, December 5- NO MASS

Saturday, December 6
4:00 p.m. St. James Church

Tom Bryant -Grace Bryant

Sunday, Deecmber 7
9'00 a.m. St. Catherine Church

People of the Pastorate

11 00 a.m. St. Joseph Church
Dominic M. Youngross Jr.
-Charlene Youngross-Brandt

SSMJ Ladies Guild

The December Meeting will be
their Christmas Party on December
6 at Enzo's Restaurant 2918 Elm
Rd. Warren at 1:00 pm. There is

a $10.00 gift exchange if you
choose to participate.

Pastorate Prayer Intentions
Please call the office with your prayer

intention that you would like to share with
the parishes. Let us pray for:

Wade Johnston Mary Pat Juhasz
Theresa St.Julian Laurie Kramer
Susie Miller Sister Celeste

Michelle Moore
Betty Shilling

Wyatt Watson

Gail Sosnosky
Oliver Perdomo

Pat & Carol Quinlan
Mike & Margaret Bajnok
Ben Melnykovich
Theresa Saxton )
Lucy Young BarbHilliard gt
Margaret Zeleny L2

Mass Attendance

11 00 FIRCHI IR DUERL ' |
“Collection
Our Lady of the Lakes............$2,934.10
Fuel & Energy.....c.cceceeeeernrennnns $60.00
T o $25.00
Religious Retirement Fund.....$892.00
Christmas Flowers..........c........ $240.00
St. Mary & St. Joseph............512,093.00
Winter Utilities.......cccoeveeeveneennnne.. $10.00
Religious Retirement Fund........ $725.00
Hall Rental....co i $200.00
Christmas Flowers..................... $110.00
Al SIS DA ssmensamasn $25.00
All Saints Day.......cccoeeereerecnnnnnnes $25.00

The Word Among Us
We have 37 FREE copies of The Word
Among Us for Advent 2025 near the church
doors. Please one copy per household. This
includes Catholic Mass Readings and Daily
Meditations. Pick up your copy today. This is
especially helpful if you attend weekday
mass.

Advent and Christmas Environment

You may notice that in our first Advent and
Christmas Season without Fr. Merzweiler
the environment at our churches looks
different. Fr. Merzweiler put in alot of care
and attention into the environment during
his time and did much of the physical work
himself. Every priest has his own sense of
style so | want to convey some of the
principles | try to use when decorating a
church. First, | do lean towards the simple
and traditional. | want people to recognize
all the elements easily and be in line with
the greater Catholic culture. Secondly | like
to add not take away. | do not like to
remove statues or other elements to make
way for seasonal decoration. The time,
effort, and risk is just not worth it in my
view. | also think the Church should be
beautiful in and of herself with decorations
adding to that beauty, not replacing it. And
finally | believe in adapting. How you see it
this year is not how it will be every year. It
may even change throughout the season
so as to best compliment our churches.
Part of being in a new church is seeing
what works and how we can make it even
better. So | hope you like the church
environments this year and you have any
suggestions feel free to let me know. | am
greatly appreciative to all the volunteers
who put in so much effort to make our
churches a wonderful place to worship.
God Bless,

Fr. Zachary Coulter

SSMJ Giving Tree

This year the tree with tags will be set up in
the vestibule to the right of the Altar. Once
again we will support Bella Women’s
Center. Please bring your wrapped gifts to
church by December 21 or to the parish
office by December 22. Thank you in
advance and God Bless You!

Vocations

In recent years the Church has been
putting much emphasis on the concept of
vocation. While this used to be second
nature in the life of the Church, the
secularization of the past century has
eroded much of these concepts previous
generations took for granted.

So what is a Vocation? The simplest way
to understand is when the Church speaks
of vocations she speaks of how God is
calling you to live out your life in a specific
way. Everyone has a vocation. Part of the
Christian journey is figuring out what that
vocation is.

There are the sacramental vocations:
Marriage and Priesthood. There are
vocations to religious life: monks, nuns,
religious brothers and sisters. There are
secondary vocations such as married
joining the permanent diaconate or
married couples that dedicate themselves
to a particular mission or charism. And
there are particular vocations, individuals
who are called to a particular way of life
such as those who lead chaste single lives

During Advent we will walk together
through some of these Vocations as a
meditative process. At the same time our
Diocese is promoting a new Vocations
program: Called by name to help
encourage vocations to the priesthood.
On a personal note, | don’t pray for more
vocations, as that implies God needs to
call more people. | pray for courage,
strength, fortitude, and zeal in us all to
follow the path God is calling us o

God is calling, it's up to us {0 answer,
and encourage those around us to do the
same.




